
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Investing in Community Healing Act of 2020 

 

As the tragic deaths of Black Americans at the hands of law enforcement have shown, our nation 

is grappling with the disproportionate impact of law enforcement violence on communities of 

color and the trauma associated with such violence. Black people are three times more likely to 

die from a fatal encounter with law enforcement than white people1and about 1 in every 1000 

Black men will be killed by police officers2.  Research shows that police killings of unarmed 

Black people may contribute to 1.7 additional poor mental health days per person each year3, and 

traumatic experiences are associated with both behavioral health and chronic physical health 

conditions, especially for traumatic events that occur during childhood.  

 

But, only one in three Black adults4 who need mental health care receive it due to access barriers, 

which include stigma associated with mental health and a lack of access to culturally competent 

care. Furthermore, a lack of research inhibits our ability to fully understand the health 

consequences of law enforcement violence on communities of color5. 

 

The Investing in Community Healing Act of 2020 

 

The Investing in Community Healing Act would connect communities of color with community-

based organizations to create better access to trauma informed, culturally competent mental and 

behavioral health services. The bill also promotes mental health awareness and reduces stigma.  

 

Specifically, the Investing in Community Healing Act will: 

• Require HHS to conduct research on the health consequences of trauma related to 

violence committed by law enforcement 

• Provide $20 million in grants to community-based organizations to establish or expand 

access to culturally competent, trauma-informed mental and behavioral health services 

• Develop an outreach and education campaign to promote awareness of mental and 

behavioral health and reduce stigma among communities of color  
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